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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
TUESDAY, AUGUST 2, 2005

A. M. CASTLE & CO. ANNOUNCES
NEW BOARD MEMBERS

FRANKLIN PARK, ILLINOIS, AUGUST 2, 2005 — A. M. Castle & Co. (AMEX:CAS), a North
American distributor of highly engineered metals and plastics, today announced the election of Mr.
Brian P. Anderson and Mr. Thomas A. Donahoe to the Company’s Board of Directors on July 28,
2005.

Mr. Anderson, a CPA, formerly Corporate Vice President-Finance, Senior Vice
President/CFO of Baxter International, brings a background of global finance to the Board. Mr.
Anderson is a Director of WW Grainger. He is also a Director of the Chicago Botanical Gardens
and on the Dean’s Advisory Board of Kelly School of Business, Indiana University. Mr. Anderson
was appointed as a member of the Company’s Audit Committee.

Mr. Donahoe, retired Vice Chair of Price Waterhouse LLP, rounds out the financial expertise
of the Company’s Board of Directors. Mr. Donahoe is a director of NiCor, Inc. and Andrews Corp.
He is also a Director of the Hadley School for the Blind, Kohls Children’s Museum, Executive
Service Corps of Chicago, Johnston R. Bowman Health Center for the Elderly, Chicago Botanical
Gardens, and Big Shoulders Fund. Mr. Donahoe was appointed as a member of the Company’s
Audit Committee.

Mr. John W. McCarter, Jr. retired from A. M. Castle & Co.’s Board on July 28, 2005 after 22
years of service.

Founded in 1890, A. M. Castle & Co. is a specialty metals and plastics distribution company
serving the North American market, principally within the producer durable equipment sector. Its
customer base includes many Fortune 500 companies as well as thousands of medium and
smaller-sized firms spread across a wide spectrum of industries. Within its core metals business, it
specializes in the distribution of carbon, alloy and stainless steels; nickel alloy; aluminum; copper
and brass. Through its subsidiary, Total Plastics, Inc., the Company also distributes a broad range
of value-added industrial plastics. Together, Castle operates over 50 locations throughout North
America. Its common stock is traded on the American and Chicago Stock Exchange under the
ticker symbol "CAS".
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